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Cover TExtT: In accepting the 
Peace Medal of St. Francis award 
from the Third Order of St. Fran- 
cis (see this issue) Mr. John R. 
Gariepy, veteran Detroit Times re- 
porter, made the remark that non- 
Catholics and/or our employer 
“will have no regard whatever for 
us if we mouth Catholicism but 
get drunk trying to prove it.” This 
is what St. Francis means when he 
says “So much a man knows as 
he puts into practice.” Intelligence 
is not enough. It is not enough 
merely to know the faith; it must 
be lived. There is an undercurrent 
of falsehood in the ery for more 
instruction which seems to be 
predicated on the false assumption 
that what one knows he will do. 
None of us has had this experience. 
In fact most of us have to ask “that 
with Your aid we may accomplish 
what we know you have appointed 
us to perform.” 
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NO SOFT PEDAL 


C. S. Lewis sAYS SOMEWHERE that when we see a man stumble into the 
gutter in a stupor we know that he is intemperate. But when we see a man 
who is so taken up with his golf, or his car that he thinks of nothing 
else, when a woman neglects her regular duties to devote her energy to 
bridge—we may not suspect their passion, but they are violating tem- 
perance by golf, auto and bridge just as the drunkard by drink. 

Recently Bishop John King Mussio of Steubenville, Ohio, pleaded with 
his flock in a Lenten pastoral to abstain completely from alcoholic bev- 
erages throughout Lent. More than once the letter stated that it in no 
way condemned moderate drinking. Yet during the Holy Season better to 
prepare men and women to control their appetite for drink within the 
limits of right reason. 

Bishop Mussio cautioned his people to “be on your guard against in- 
temperance. We are bound to observe temperance in food, drink and sexual 
behavior. Temperance is a virtue which regulates these appetites accord- 
ing to right reason.” 

A hundred years ago the Apostle of Temperance—Father Theobald 
Mathew O.F.M. Cap.—died in Cobh, Ireland. Many lands and many creeds 
have recorded noble tributes to the Apostle of Temperance. None goes 
straighter to the heart than the words of a Puritan lady who wrote of him: 
“He has wiped more tears from the face of woman than any other being 
jon the globe but the Lord Jesus.” 

Born in Thomastown (Tipperary), Ireland on October 10, 1790, Father 
- Theobald entered the Capuchin order in 1808 and was ordained to the 
_ priesthood on April 9, 1814. 
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Council of the City of Detroit I pre- 
fer to believe that the Third Order of 
St. Francis and the citizens of De- 
troit wish to honor the more than 
10,000 persons who made the “Bull- 
dozer for Peace” campaign a success 
and to note the good efforts of a great 
and important metropolitan newspa- 
per of our nation — The Detroit 
Times. 


I also prefer to believe that there 
is a subtle but public nudge to other 
papers to forgo the rot and concen- 
trate on the important things of life. 

If I may consider my actions in the 
campaign as a_ successful catalytic 
agent in the evolvement of a good 
act ordained by God, then I am well 
satisfied. 

My sincere thanks to the more than 
200,000 members in North America 
of the world’s largest Third Order 
and to all the good people of Detroit. 

With your permission I would like 
to talk briefly about what a realist, 
if you please, thinks the future holds 
for Catholic laymen. 

I am reminded that when I ar- 
rived in Bacalar, in Southern Mexico, 
to deliver the bulldozer, I found a 
city five years older than St. Augus- 
tine, Fla., founded by Spanish’ colon- 
ists who failed in Catholic Action. 


Their failure was so abysmal that 
in 1810 the natives slew the colonists 
down to the last woman and child. 

If there had been true Catholic 
Action, we probably would not be 
here tonight for this presentation. 

Similarly today, if we do not have 
adequate Catholic Action our progeny 
face lifetimes of making up for what 
we failed to do : 

We cannot let the pendulum of ma- 
tertalism and secularism in this world 
swing in a wide arc and then expect 
to escape Scott-free from the effects 
of it. 


186 FRANCISCAN HERALD AND 


If, in our present lifetimes, we had 
better Catholic Action our problems 
might not be so grave. 


Now I do not propose to be a 
prophet of doom but we must look 
into the future and decide where we 
are going to stand. 


Some of us will perish because we 
refuse to recognize the battle or join 
it. Many others will share a glorious 
victory. 

I think I am being kind when I say 
that an Elvis Presley spectacle could 
only happen in a nation losing its 
moral concepts. 


The philosophy of materialism has 
already brought us to the day where 
some employers with impunity ask 
their employees to violate the moral 
laws. 

We have some so-called Catholic 
employers who do likewise. 

Some of our highly respected busi- 
ness men use their position only as a 
legal means of fleecing the public. 


There is no good reason why. items 
in universal demand, costing but pen- 
nies to produce, should sell for dol- 
lars. 

There is no good reason why our 
oil, mineral and hydro resources 
should be exploited by private inter- 
ests so influential they dictate to gov- 
ernment. 


Still worse they are destroying our 
wilderness, our recreational areas, our 
conservation and our wild life. 


We have also reached a day when 
Catholic men, perforce, must give up 
good jobs rather than obey. 

The situation is that serious! 

We who carry union cards have 
a dirty house too. 

When some members of a union 
were recently asked about certain in- 
vestigations, that was the tenor of 
their replies— 
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| “So what? So maybe somebody is 
jcrooked. All they do is deal with 
crooked business men. It takes a crook 
to catch a crook. We’re well taken 
}care of and that’s all we’re interested 
jin.” 

Now—no Catholic unionist worthy 
of the name dare say that, yet most 
funionists will agree that particular 
Hunion’s officials have taken very 
good care of the general needs of 

their membership. 

Unionists who do say it indicate 

one thing—that moral indifference 
has crept in and taken over their 
j minds and souls. 
' If our employer permits us to 
emerge as a man of Catholic Action 
Jit will only be because we have given 
him an opportunity to know us as a 
Catholic Actionist and to respect us 
‘as one. 

He will know us by the way we ac- 
cept Lent and its regulations. 

' He will know us and respect us 
twhen he sees a good knowledge of 
} Jatholic doctrine directing our ac- 
} tions when the chips are down. 

He will know us if we are reason- 
lable because that is one of the meas- 
Juring sticks of the Catholic Church. 
He will know us quickest if he finds 
| out we are poor Sunday Catholics and 
Friday meat eaters. 

He will have no regard whatever 
for us if we mouth Catholicism but 
get drunk trying to prove it. 

I can assure you that the first 


stroke paddling up stream will be the 
hardest and most embarrassing. 

Every succeeding stroke brings con- 
fidence—and, most of all—a clearer 
picture of the right viewpoint. 

If unionists expect to receive fair 
consideration from employers—wheth- 
er they be good or bad—they must 
prove by action that unionists are 
worthy of such consideration. 

Few agree with me but it is my 
humble opinion that the toughest arg- 
ument any employer can face in ne- 
gotiations is to have unionists prove 
they have obeyed to the letter of the 
law every clause in the contract. 

With conditions as they are, the 
day does not seem far off when every 
man must stand alone among the mob 
for the right. 

If we have courage to take the 
right stand then it will be because it 
wasn’t the first time. 

That will be a signal for a St. 
Joseph of Chrysler, a St. Vincent de 
Paul of Ford, a St. Francis of Gen- 
eral Motors, and not a few St. 
Stephens of the United States. 

With the consecration of the world 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
with the sweeping changes already oc- 
curring because of the relaxation of 
the Communion fast and initiation of 
evening Mass on a grand scale it is 
plain that Our Holy Father pleads 
that the victory is one of personal 
sanctity. 

In no other way can we win the 
rugged struggles in the days ahead. 
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Sie FRANCIS OF ASSISSI was hu- 
morist, poet and saint. Each of those 
roles of perfection enabled him to see 
life in its deeper relationships, and to 
express what he saw under the inspira- 
tion of the Infinite Muse. 


The saint radiated from Francis so 
much that he became the image of 
the Holy Crucified. In the prison of 
Perugia even the saddest of the cap- 
tives blessed him for his humor, and 
the robber, who found himself pur- 
sued by Brother Juniper with a cloak 
to match the stolen hood, must have 
caught on with a smile that warmed 
his heart. 


But it was as a poet that the ro- 
mantic, spiritual thirteenth century 
understood Francis of Assisi best, an 
understanding which the modern 
world needs, for a poetic age is just 
the opposite of a materialistic one. 
Contemporaries looked on Francis as 
Knight Errant; Troubadour; God’s 
Juggler—always names which signi- 
fied the poet. What else could a lover 


be? 


A Poetic Personality 


Francis had a message of love, but 
he could not put it into prose, the 
language of reason. He had to break 
forth into the song of poetry, the 
tongue of angels. But here, as in all 
things, example speaks with loudest 
voice, so that it was only natural for 
him to live his message—to live his 
poetry. 
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He found, as every poet does, that 
everyday speech breaks down in try- 
ing to express the bursting emotions 
of a loving heart. St. Bonaventure 
wrote that whenever the name of his” 
Liege Lord Christ came to Francis’ 
lips his voice would alter and take on 
a musical lilt. A jig in the road some- 
times expressed his exuberance as he 
burst into song. Towards the end of 
his life, when all the notes fitted to- 
eether, his song formed the Canticle 
of Brother Sun, the poem closest to 
the Psalms. 


Chivalry, romance, poetry were 
part of the age of Francis. His fa- 
ther, Pietro Bernadone, added even a 
title of romance, naming the boy 
Francesco—the little Frenchman, and 
the rhythm of France graced the 
poet’s songs ever after. 

With the make-believe of a child, 
Francis spent his youth mimicking 
the exploits of knighthood. Though a 
merchant’s son, he was lord of young 
Assisi, the most exotic champion of 
the lady fair. That was the way with 
him. There was too much Francesco 
to make a good merchant Bernadone. 
Pietro did not mind much, as long 
as the dream lady would turn out to 
be a wealthy woman of rank. 

But the lady was too noble, too 
beautiful for reality, except the high- 
est of earthly realities—a poet’s fanci- 
ful abstractions, the personification of 
an ideal. How win her for his bride? 
~-To war to gain golden spurs, for 
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a lady could not accept a storekeep- 
er! But the warrior’s deeds did not 
resound through castle halls. Only the 
clang of his armor as he toppled from 
his horse brought him any recogni- 
tion, and that was the applause of 
laughter at a fool. 

It looked as though Francis would 
have to play the fool rather than the 
knight, but at least he learned not to 
mind the laughter. 

Since he could not find the lady of 
his dreams, she sent a messenger. At 
first Francis slighted her envoy and 
dismissed him for a beggar. A poet’s 
inspiration made up for the mistake 
with a purse and a smile. The next 
envoy wore even deeper disguise, for 
Francis had to learn that a leper too 
deserved the kiss of friendship. By 
now the lover had entered his lady’s 
realm. He had begun to serve her 
people. 


The Poetry of Lady Poverty 

Then came the call to war, the call 
to greater knighthood, under the ban- 
ner of Lady Poverty. The Poor Christ 
Crucified gave the order: “Rebuild 
my Church.” With the simplicity of 
the true poet, Francis took the com- 
mand literally and started setting 
stones to replace the walls of San 
Damiano. 

Since the laborer is worthy of his 
hire—for the Gospel says so, and the 
Gospel leapt with a living flame in 
Francesco’s heart—he begged his 
feod, choosing the crust which most 


_ beggars would have scorned. He was 
/ as far from an ordinary beggar as 


poetic vision is from daydreaming, for 
begging was not a business with him, 
but a prayer. Simply, Francis was a 
poet whose theme was poverty. 
Suffering was Lord to him, the suf- 
fering of the Crucified; and poverty 
was his Lady, the poverty of Christ 
and his Mother. As soon as he learned 
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to serve poverty by serving the poor 

he won the boon of taking Poverty 

for his bride. 

“She, robbed of her first husband, scorned, 
in shame, 

One thousand and one hundred years 
and more 

Waited without a suitor till he came” 

(Dante). 

Like St. Jerome, Francis had as rea- 
son for his poverty the example of 
Jesus Christ. Christ too had wedded 
the noble Queen. Francis followed 
after, a living simile of the Master 
who claimed nothing and yet adopted 
all creation in his humanity. The In- 
carnation meant to Francis that Fire 
and Rose, Wolf and Lamb were his 
brothers and sisters, and the lowest 
sinner was the latent temple of God. 

Poverty made her lover rich. She 
gave him for a dowry a vision which 
revealed the loveliness of the inheri- 
tance of a child of God. In view of 
so rich a dowry can anyone blame 
the poet for calling Poverty his Lady? 
Through her lineage he gained the 
nobility of living in simpleness and 
generosity within the happy family of 
God. The couplets of Chaucer phrase 
it: 

“High God Himself, in whom we all be- 


lieve, 
Chose here in poverty to live his life. 
And every man, and every maid, or wife 
Can understand that Jesus, Heaven’s 
king, 
Would choose no vicious life. 
It is a thing— 
This poverty—most honorable to bear, 
As Seneca and other clerks declare. 
A man content to live in poverty— 
I hold him rich, though not a shirt 
hath he.” 


Francis was so rich that the whole 
world belonged to him. Bernard and 
Leo and thousands more little broth- 
ers flocked to him, to light their 
torches, says Chesterton, from the 
flame of his vision. All the world fol- 
lowed after, for the world sought a 
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particle of his joy. Like an Umbrian 

laugh Denis McCarthy re-echoes that 

Franciscan standard of joy: 

“Saint Francis in his brotherhood found 
very little room 

For those who thought that goodness was 
synonymous with gloom. 

The pious hypochondriac he did not 
deem so fine, 

He had-no special liking for the piet- 
istic whine. 

For Francis was a happy saint, and firm 
in his belief 

That service of the Lord was joy, 

and of the devil, grief.” 

What was there to rejoice about? 
Why, the whole world, every chit of 
a creature. Maybe it was as Anna 
Bird Stewart said a little boy would 
express it: 

“And I am sure Saint Francis 

Was the happiest boy of all 

With every pet throughout the world 

To follow at his call.” 


Francis had such a way with crea- 
tures that it almost seemed he had 
never heard of original sin. Father 
Stanley Miltenberger, O.F.M. Cap. 
could wisely call him the new, brown- 


robed Adam: 


“The angels up in Heaven looked 
To earth with startled eyes— 
For there was Adam clothed in brown, 
And earth was Paradise.” 


But Francis did not want the pets 
for himself. He was a poet who 
praised God in his creatures without 
becoming attached to things created. 
Rather they were a part of the prayer 
he offered at the footstool of God. 
Everything had to praise God—that 
was why God made it in the first 
place. Francis merely reflected rays 
of warmth and beauty back to their 
Infinite Source. He sang of love of 
God because he was God’s poet and 
love is the message of poetry. 


God's Poet 


The fame of Francis grew to the 
aurora of a saint, but he himself re- 
mained the simple poet. He could 
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see through the glare of fame, or 
rather not even notice the fame but 
only the Almighty hand twirling the 
world and raining down graces. Fran- 
cis allowed himself only the credit of 
realizing he was nothing—that he had 
to hold fast to his Father’s hand. He 
would say that a piece of wood or can- 
vas could claim no credit for holding 
a picture of the Lord or his Blessed 
Mother, so how could a poor beggar 
take credit for the divine image em- 
bossed on his soul? 

Ever a poet, the saint often spoke 
in such figures, or he acted them. He 
called the money of the knights es- 
corting him home worthless flies, and 
he told those knights to beg their 
food from the great Almoner. He dra- 
matized a pilgrim beggar and upset a 
festive Easter meal that was too 
sumptuous. Even in his ecstasies Fran- 
cis received counsel through figures; 
as the three balls of gold he was to 
offer to the Lord—the three precious 
VOWS. 


Most of what St. Francis said or 
wrote was poetic, but his life was the 
real poem. He was a poet living his 
own epic with a lyric lilt. In the soli- 
tude of prayer he fed the fire of love 
and then he passed among men to 
enflame them with his vision. Alone 
on the mountains he had angels and 
their music to console him. In the 
plains and cities he had the message 
of penance and peace to console men. 


He had an ideal for all the world to | 
follow for it could be adapted to the — 


size of each heart, just like the Gospel. 


The message was for all, but the 
herald himself was unique, as every 


poet must be. Only Francis could | 


have a mystic friendship with Sister 
Clare and Brother Jacoba. Francis 
could preach with only drawers for 
ornament. Francis could challenge a 


(See page 209) 
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by Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 


eT 
F ANYONE LOVES ME, he will keep 
my word and my Father will love him 


| and we will come to him and make 


our abode with him.” 

When we were baptized the priest 
prayed: “Depart unclean spirit from 
this creature fashioned by God whom 
our Lord has deigned to call unto his 
temple so that he may become a tem- 
ple of the living God and that the 
Holy Spirit may dwell in him.” 
Could we but see the marvelous trans- 
formation that takes place then, we 
would get down on our knees in ador- 
ation before the God who comes into 
our heart. “Know you not,” cries St. 
Paul in an effort to make us realize 
our dignity, “know you not that you 
are the temple of God and that the 
spirit of God dwells in you?” 

If the Holy Spirit dwells in us in 
a special way then certainly we ought 
to have a reverent regard for His 
dwelling place. A noble mind recoils 
from the knowledge that a church 
has been profaned or desecrated. Our 
Lord himself gave vent to just anger 
when he noticed that the house of 
his Father was turned into a den of 
thieves. If the profanation of a physi- 
cal temple is repugnant to God, how 
much more repugnant to see one of 
His living temples desecrated by sin. 
Let us then live up to our dignity! 
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If we live up to our dignity as a 
child of God and preserve unmarred 
the temple of the Holy Spirit, we will 
come into our inheritance, the glory 
of the life to come. 

There is a unique relationship be- 
tween our life of grace in this world 
and our life of glory in the next. St. 
Thomas calls grace “the beginning of 
glory.” We might say that Heaven is 
in grace as an oak is in an acorn. It 
is there in embryo. Heaven is noth- 
ing more than the blossoming into full 
bloom of our life of sanctifying grace. 

If we understood this fact, we 
might be more concerned about our 
supernatural life of grace. If we could 
begin to grasp the honor, the nobil- 
ity, the riches and beauty that go 
with sanctifying grace, we would cer- 
tainly be convinced there is more to 
life than merely living it. 

To be a follower of Christ means 
first and foremost to be a supernat- 


. ural being. A christian in the fullest 


sense is someone who has been raised 
to God’s level by aptitudes, powers 
and privileges that are above nature. 
A christian in the fullest sense of the 
term is not living up to his calling 
unless his efforts revolve around the 
supernatural life of grace—acquiring 
it, preserving it and increasing it. @ 
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Tertiary Pen Profiles 


by Mark Hegener O.F.M. 


| res LAVALLIER, actress and penitent, 
took the name of Eve Mary of the 
Heart of Jesus as her Third Order 
name. She joined September 19, 
1920 and died July 10, 1929. On her 
tombstone she had engraved the fa- 
vorite prayer of St. Thais, public char- 
acter and penitent of old: “You who 
created me, have mercy on me’— 
as if unworthy to mention the name 
of God. 

A tragic childhood was climaxed on 
a Sunday afternoon when Eve was 
18: her father rushed into the little 
apartment, fatally shot Eve’s mother 
and then killed himself. In the hands 
of a relative-guardian Eve’s spirit was 
chaffed- by discipline until she was 
finally put, bruised in soul and head 
strong, into the House of the Good 
Shepherds. She ran away. 

Stage struck, she came penniless to 
Paris and found employment in 
Montmartre, eking out enough to 
keep herself and to pay for a dancing 
lesson now and then. When she made 
the Varieties at 80 francs ($16.00) a 
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Eve Lavalliere 
1866-1929 


month—she had arrived! In a short 
time she had achieved fame overnight 
~——the star in parody and burlesque. 
Marriage to the director of the Varie- 
ties followed quickly and with marri- 
age came more important roles. 

“My dear,” said the great Sarah 
Bernhardt to Eve after one of her 
brilliant impromptu performances that 
had brought the house down, “there 
are more talented actresses than you, 
but not one that can boast your cre- 
ative gift.” 

All Paris was brought to Eve’s feet. 
These were the days when she was re- 
ceiving Prince Henry of Bavaria, King 
Manuel of Portugal, Edward VII of 
England, Alfonso XIIT of Spain. She 
became a kind of early twentieth cen- 
tury movie idol. Not only was she 
the toast of the men, but the model 
of fashion for women. Hair dressed a 
la Lavalliere became the mode as 
soon as the favorite of the Varieties 
appeared with the short bob. 

Money came easy and went fast. 
A faster living had brought Eve on 
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the verge of collapse by mid-war year 
1917. She needed rest; in quest of 
such a place, the actress set out from 
Paris in her luxurious limousine, ac- 
companied by her protegee, the Bel- 
gian refugee Leona Delbecq, who had 
been her dresser at the Varieties and 
whom she had adopted as a compan- 
ion. 


God and his church were far from 
her mind as she sought rest in a 
chateau near Tours. Sunday afternoon 
the village cure respectfully informed 
her that he had not seen her at Mass! 
She apologized and informed him she 
was from the Varieties. “I shall con- 
tinue to expect you,” he said. So sim- 
ple and so few words to bring back 
a lost sheep! 


Eve Lavalliere of Paris listened to 
the simple parish priest’s sermons on 
St. Mary Magdalene. Paris and Mag- 
dalene. The spirit of La Madeleine, 
as well as the great church dedicated 
to her, broods over the city of Paris. 
In Paris there was the Carmel where 
Louise de la Valliere (mistress of 
Louis XIV from whom Eve took her 
name) lived out her penance. Side by 
side with the ribaldry of Montmartre 
rises its great Sacre Coeur. Side by 
side with orgies of sin stand blessed 
pools of sanctity. On June 19, 1917 
Fve received her First Holy Commun- 
ion. She counted the rest of her years 
from that date. Leona, her compan- 
ion, was converted with her. 


Years of suffering followed. Eve’s 
daughter Jeanne, gave her many 
heartaches. Breaking with her old so- 
ciety and beginning a new life of pov- 
erty had its spiritual compensations 
but it was cruelly harsh on nature. 
Finally, as a member of the Third 
Order of St. Francis she donned the 
large habit with her companion Leona 
and undertook a mission in Tunis at 


the invitation of the archbishop of 
Carthage. 


No sooner had she arrived than she 
became desperately ill. She was sent 
back to France. Years of suffering fol- 
lowed. She wrote in her notebook: 
“As for me, there is suffering—much 
of it! You would scarcely recognize 
me at the moment; sufferings moral 
and physical, losses, everything, with 
more sufferings to come. It will prob- 
ably be that way to the end of my 
life. It is ‘my way,’ and I bless and 
thank God for deigning to notice any- 
body as dreadfully wretched as I am. 


“To be sure, I exclaim. V weep, 1 
complain, I sigh, but my wi’! wisies 
to accept whatever the will of my 
Jesus wishes. Nature (mine, that is) 
is a vile pig, crying out like the pigs 
before anyone has really done any- 
thing to them. That is the cowardice 
of the beast; humiliating to admit, 
but it must be admitted. The will. 
hcwever, rises above that and says, 
Break if you are going to, but obey! 


“Fortunately, not everybody is like 
that; I know some who are full of 
courage and generosity. I admire 
them -in secret.” 


Her suffering and her prayers be- 
came more intense. The end came 
in the afternoon of July 10, 1929. Her 
epitaph Eve herself had prepared and 
left in her note-book: “I have left 
everything for God. He alone is suffi- 
erent for me.” 


“With Eve Lavalliere there disap- 
peared a whole epoch of history of 
the theater,” said her obituary in La- 
rousse Mensuel. Fifteen years after 
her going, Andre Maurois (“I Re- 
member, I: Remember’) was remem- 
bering her as the greatest actress of 
her group, as well as one “who was 
to become a saint.” , 
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Elinor Flynn 
1910-1938 


E VE LAVALLIERE put on the cord 
and scapular of St. Francis when her 
career was behind her. Elinor Flynn 
carried the cord and scapular of St. 
Francis through her edifying career 
as a star of stage and screen and a 
life of success cut off in full bloom. 


Elinor was born in Chicago, Illinois 
on March 17, 1910, attended St. 
Mary’s school and then Loretto and 
St. Xavier academies. Her talents as 
a pianist and actress were soon dis- 
covered and after a short success in 
New York, was signed to a Holly- 
wood contract for four years before 
returning again to the New York 
stage. 


She led an exemplary life and after 
her death in an auto accident on July 
4, 1938 when she was but 28 years 
old, Bishop (then Monsignor) Fulton 
J. Sheen wrote to Elinor’s mother: 


“She was one of the finest Catholic 
young women I ever knew, deeply 
spiritual and forever radiating it to 
all who knew her. We can only guess 


194 FRANCISCAN HERALD AND 


why God should call her so sudden- 
ly: she was already so close to God 
that God willed her to be near Him 
eternally. A kind of Divine impatience 
to gather a charming lamb into the 
Divine sheepfold took her from you.” 


It was after her return to New York 
from Hollywood that Elinor and her 
widowed mother joined the Third 
Order of St. Francis. 


Weekly Communion became daily 
holy Mass and Communion from then 
on. And that was not enough. There 
were visits between times. Her fellow 
performers noticed it, though she was 
not the least bit ostentatious about it. 


Try what Elinor did. After rehears- 
ing and playing and meeting the pub- 
lic socially and being tired enough to 
die, try getting on your knees to say 
the Rosary to the end, then up next 
day for holy Mass and Communion 
and back for a visit, with all the world 
and its glamor and tinsel beckoning 
elsewhere. Try it! 


She needed a vacation. With her 
mother she left New York to visit rel- 
atives in Glen Falls, in the Lake 
George country. 


As she entered the auto for the trip 
north, she made the sign of the Cross. 
Light-hearted as a bird she was at the 
prospect of relaxation, and like a bird 
she broke out into song. When she 
fell silent after a while and her moth- 
er put a question to her, she an- 
swered: “A minute, mother dear. I 
am saying my Third Order Office.” 


The vacation was destined to be a 
long one, ending in the arms of the | 
Divine Friend. Coming back to Glen 
Falls from a dinner engagement at | 
Lake George, the auto was wrecked, | 
and Elinor went home to God. 
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The Merry Widow 


by Donatus Grunloh O.F.M. 


4 eres BUT QUITE HARMLESS.” 
With these words the jail-keepers set 
Michelina free. Her relatives thought 
her mad when she gave away her 
goods to the sick and poor and joined 
the Third Order of St. Francis. And 
to avoid further disgrace for the fam- 
ily they thought the only way out was 
to “put her away.” But. Michelina’s 
patience and gentleness disarmed her 
keepers completely and they were 
forced to free her. She had accepted 
all the accusations against her as pa- 
tiently as if they had come from her- 
self. 

Michelina was born in 1300 in the 
town of Pisaro, Italy, situated on the 
shores of the Adriatic, not far from 
the shrine of Loretto. The Metelli 
family into which she was born, be- 
longed to the wealthy nobility. The 
parents were good pious christians 
and in accord with family tradition 
their little daughter was brought up 
in the knowledge and love of God. 
She was the pride and joy of her 
parents, well behaved and endowed 
with excellent gifts of mind and 
heart. When but a girl of twelve she 
married the Duke of Malatesta, like- 
wise of a noble and powerful family. 

Her marriage apparently was a 
happy one. Michelina was almost 
completely occupied with her hus- 
band and the son with which the 
marriage was blessed. Even though 
she remained a good pious woman, 
yet her heart was divided between 
God and creatures. God severed one 
of these ties when he took her hus- 
band in death. Michelina was twenty 
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years old. From then on the young 
widow showered all her affections on 
her son and he became her little idol. 
In him she found her only solace, and 
to him she began more and more to 
give her whole heart. 

About this time a stranger came to 
town, a tertiary from Syria. She at- 
tracted the attention of the townsfolk 
by her fervor at prayer and the holi- 
ness of her life. Michelina also be- 
came one of her admirers. In fact, 
she invited her into her home and 
promised to provide all her needs so 
that she could serve God wholly. This 
act of charity was a turning point in 
Michelina’s life. Through conversa- 
tions with this pious tertiary she began 
to see that only one thing was impor- 
tant—the love of God, and that all 
creatures could be loved only in God. 
On the feast of Pentecost the guest 
spoke to Michelina of the beauty and 
necessity of abandoning oneself com- 
pletely to God. “This may be true,” 
said Michelina, “but I cannot aspire 
to such perfection. My son, the ten- 
derest object of my affections, occu- 
pies my heart too much, and my 
earthly possessions do not leave me 
free enough to offer my heart to 
God.” 

“Let us then pray,” replied the ter- 
tiary, “that God may disengage your 
heart from those things which are an 
obstacle to your salvation and _per- 
fection.” 

“Yes, let us,’ answered Michelina 
under the influence of grace. “I, too, 
desire to serve God better than I have 
heretofore.” 
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God’s response to this generous of- 
fer was quick in coming. The next 
morning the two women attended 
Mass, praying fervently for their in- 
tention. At the end of Mass Michelina 
received her answer. “I will set you 
free.” Our Lord told her. “I will take 
your son to Myself, and you shall 
henceforth belong to me _ alone.” 
When the women arrived home after 
Mass they found the son ill and God 
soon took him as He had promised. 


d bee TRAGEDY according to the 
world’s standards was a real blessing 
for Michelina. She became a different 
person. Possessions no longer had any 
attraction for her. She distributed her 
wealth to the poor. Instead of royal 
guests at table she now entertained 
the aged and indigent, the shabby 
and destitute. To provide sustenance 
for these she begged food in the 
streets. 

Michelina’s changed ways and es- 
pecially her attitude and friendliness 
to the underprivileged did not “‘sit 
well” with her husband’s relatives. 
And when after a short time she 
joined the Third Order of St. Francis 
they decided that things had gone 
much too far. Something must be 
done about it. They had her put away. 
Imprisoned. But the authorities, find- 
ing no cause against her let her go 
free. However Michelina did not 
waste her detention. In her cell she 
had much time for prayer and medi- 
tation. Once while she was at prayer 
Our Lord told her, “Your compas- 
sion for the poor, the sick, the widows, 
and the orpans has gained you my 
heart. I will help you and assist you 
with my power so that you can fol- 
low the path you have entered with- 
out fainting.” Her reply had been, 
“Lord, what I have done comes not 
from myself, but from you. What 
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could come from a poor wretch like 
me?” 

Much to the chagrin of her rela- 
tives, Michelina’s time in prison did 
not change her attitude or her ways 
in the least. When she returned home 
she sold her palace to have more to 
help the needy. She continued her 
former activities with renewed fervor. 
And worse yet, (at least as far as her 
relatives were concerned) she began 
to care for lepers personally. And of 
course along with all these acts of 
charity she devoted much time to 
prayer and practiced severe penances, 
all under the guidance and direction 
of her friar-confessor. 

Towards the end of her life Miche- 
lina visited the Holy Land to see first 
hand the places sanctified by the foot- 
steps of her Divine Spouse. Upon her 
return to Pesaro she doubled her 
prayers, penances and works of char- 
ity until her death on June 19, 1356. 

She was buried in the Franciscan 
Church and before long God ap- 
proved her life of charity with mira- 
cles worked at her tomb. The Holy 
See approved her public veneration 
in 1737 and her native town quickly 
adopted her as its special patron. 

“No man can serve two: masters.” 
How well Blessed Michelina proved 
the truth of this statement. She be- 
came free and happy only after she 
had detached her heart from all ma- 
terial possessions and gave herself 
completely to the love and service of 
God. How well she learned the spirit 
of poverty from her Father St. Fran- 
cis! A spirit that all tertiaries must 
learn and live. This spirit is clearly 
indicated in the words of Pope Pius 
XI: “To the vow of poverty corre- 
sponds the detachment of the heart 
from the goods of the world and the 
liberal, generous charity towards the 
unfortunate and suffering.’ Two 


(See page 209) 
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Conference on Tertiary Duties 


The Punch of Penance 


ih FIRST THREE PARAGRAPHS of 
the Rule are concerned with remov- 
ing the obstacles to virtue,, curbing 
too great love of worldly possessions, 
amusements, and delights of the ap- 
petite. They seek to check the three- 
fold evil: The concupiscence of the 
eyes, and of the flesh, and the pride 
of life. They, as it were, fight off the 
enemies of salvation, keep them out 
of your territory. In the next para- 
graphs the battle is carried into the 
enemies territory. It calls for acts of 
penance, thus not only avoiding the 
dangers of salvation, but exercising 
the soul, keeping it ready and fit to 
go out to meet the enemy. It is taught 
to overcome itself, and thus be ena- 
bled to overcome the enemy and to 
do God’s will. Of course moderation 
in display, in amusements, and in eat- 
ing and drinking, call for much morti- 
fication and penance, at least if the 
spirit of those precepts is taken into 
consideration. But as the Third Or- 
der of St. Francis is the Order of 
Penance, more is required of the ter- 
tiaries than simply avoiding those 
things which are dangerous for the 
soul. 


I. THe LETrerR OF THE RULE 


1. The Rule prescribes: “Each 
will fast on the eve of the feasts of the 
Immaculate Virgin Mary and on that 
of their Father Francis” (Chap. 2, 
par. 4). Two fast days, in addition 
to the fast days of Holy Church, are 
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by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


thus made binding on the tertiaries 
of St. Francis. They are to fast on 
the vigils of the Immaculate Con- 
ception and of St. Francis. They are 
fast days and not strictly days of ab- 
stinence. This is in accord with the 
new regulations on fasting expressed 
in Canon Law. Therefore, the ter- 
tiaries are permitted to eat meat at 
least once on these days, providing 
they do not fall on Friday. Moreover, 
like the other precepts of the Third 
Order Rule, they do not bind under 
pain of sin. Tertiaries, however, who 
could easily fast and would neglect to 
do so, would disregard one of the 
principal precepts of the Order of 
Penance. 

Your holy rule requires you to fast 
on the vigils of the feast of St. Francis 
and the Immaculate Conception be- 
cause these are the highest feast days 
in the Order. Our Blessed Mother 
conceived without original sin is the 
heavenly patroness of the whole Fran- 
ciscan family, while St. Francis is 
your patron and father in a special 
way. Now in the early days of the 
Church, the faithful prepared them- 
selves for the worthy celebration of 
great feasts by prayers and fasting, 
thereby expiating their sins and ren- 
dering themselves worthy to receive 
the graces which are the fruits of such 
celebrations. In the case of tertiaries, 
the fast should make them most wor- 
thy of the intercession of Mary Im- 
maculate and of St. Francis. 
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2. The Rule Recommends: Be- 
sides the two days, a fast on Friday 
and abstinence on Wednesdays: 
“Those will merit great praise who in 
addition, in accordance with the orig- 
inal rule of the tertiaries, either fast 
on Fridays or abstain from flesh meat 
on Wednesdays.” The primitive rule 
for tertiaries was much stricter than 
the present rule. St. Francis instituted 
an Order of Penance, and he wished 
his brethren to practice penance in 
the full sense of the word. They should 
fast and abstain. The seraphic Father 
enjoined on the members of his First 
Order to fast each Friday, and he 
wished his tertiaries to do likewise, al- 
so following an old custom to abstain 
from flesh meat on Wednesdays. Pope 
Leo XIII modified the primitive rule 
that the faithful might not be re- 
pelled by the many fast and abstin- 
ence days, but he more readily in- 
duce to become children of the Se- 
raphic Father. Nevertheless the Holy 
Father did not wish the tertiaries to 
lose sight of the spirit of the Order 
of Penance. Therefore, he recom- 
mends that they continue to observe 
the primitive rule in regard to fast 
and abstinence. The reason why fast- 
ing is recommended on Friday and 
abstinence on Wednesday is to com- 
memorate the sufferings of the Sa- 
vior; on Friday He died for us on the 
Cross, and on Wednesday He began 
His bitter Passion with the betrayal of 


Judas. 


IL Tue Spirit oF THE CHuRCH 


1. Why fast and abstinence? Fast 
and abstinence are as old as the hu- 
man race. Was it not the very first 
commandment which God gave us? 
Did he not enjoin on our first par- 
ents to abstain from the fruit of the 
tree of knowledge to good and evil 
in paradise? Our first parents did not 
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observe the commandment of the 
Lord, they sinned against their Lord 
and God, they ate of the forbidden 
fruit and thus brought misery upon 
the earth. Just as this transgression 
consisted in not observing the law of 
abstinence, thus also every sin is, to 
a certain extent, a failing in this re- 
gard; man will not abstain from that 
which has been forbidden him. Now 
since sin is a lack of abstinence, the 
best remedy for sin is abstinence or 
fasting. Sin is assent to one’s evil de- 
sires. Fasting and abstinence are 
therefore a wonderful means to check 
sinful passion and to expiate sin com- 
mitted. 


2. The praises of fasting. God 
Himself recommends fasting: “Now, 
therefore, saith the Lord: Be con- 
verted to Me with all your heart, in 
fasting and weeping, and in mourn- 
ing” (Joel, 2, 21)>sAnd-.was not 
Ninive saved by fasting and penance? 
When our Savior came upon earth. 
did he preach a different doctrine? 
Was He not introduced into the world 
by St. John, a man who practiced 
and preached the strictest penance? 
Did Christ not begin his sacred min- 
istry with a fast of forty days and 
forty nights? Now, if we wish to be 
disciples of Christ, can we refuse to 
imitate him? Christ when asked why 
his apostles did not observe the fast 
of the Jews, replied that as long as 
the Bridegroom was with them they 
should not fast, but when the bride- 
groom would be taken from them, 
they would make use of this salutary 
means of penance. He also taught His 
disciples the power of fasting. They 
one day endeavored to cast out a devil 
from a certain young man, but the 
evil spirit would not depart. When 


the Lord arrived, he cast the devil 


out. The Disciples then asked, why 
they could not drive out this devil. 
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{The Lord responded that: ‘This 
kind is not cast out but by prayer and 
@fasting’ (Mt. 17, 23). On various oc- 
icasions our Lord recommended fast- 
ying and penance. He says: “Unless 

you do penance, you will all perish” 
B(Lk. 13, 3). “Bring forth fruits 
} worthy of penance” (Lk. 3, 8). 


3. The commandment of the 
Church. Since penance and fasting 
are recommended so highly by God, 
} we can easily understand why Holy 
Church has commanded her children 
to fast at certain times of the year. 
Indeed, Holy Church may mitigate, 
{ but will never abolish the precept of 
fast and abstinence. The Christians 
J of all ages have fasted. Moses, Sam- 
uel, David, Elias, Judith, Esther, John 
the Baptist, the first Christians were 
heroes in the virtue cf penance and 
fasting. In like manner the great 
}saints of our Order were zealous in 
observing the fasts prescribed, and 
they added many voluntary fast days 
to the obligatory ones. St. Louis, the 
patron of the Third Order, fasted 
during the whole of advent and on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 
He abstained on the Fridays of Lent 
and Advent from fish also; he ate no 
fruit on Fridays; although he relished 
fruit very much. He added so many 
penances to the austerities of the 
Third Order rule that his confessor 
was obliged to restrain him lest he 
transgress the bonds of prudence. 


Ill THe Spirir oF THE ORDER 


1. Our Holy Father St. Francis 
excelled in the virtue of penance. Be- 
sides the fasts prescribed by his rule, 
he observed a number of voluntary 
fasts. He kept nine forty-day fasts 
during the year, so that his fast was 
continuous. They were at the same 
time most rigorous, so that one can- 
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not understand how the seraphic Fa- 
ther could work so strenuously and 
eat so little. St. Francis fully under- 
stood the value of fasting, and there- 
fore he prescribed fasting for his fol- 
lowers. They were not only to observe 
the fasts of Holy Church, but to do 
much more. ‘The members of his First 
Order were to fast on all Fridays and 
to keep a long Lent before Christmas. 
For his Second Order, the Order of 
Poor Clares, St. Francis went even 
further, These noble spouses of Christ 
eat no meat all the year round, and 
they fast almost every day. He wished 
the members of the Third Order also 
to shoulder their share of fasting, and 
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he called it the Order of Penance. 


2. The ability to fast. People 
sometimes are inclined to excuse 
themselves too readily; many have 
never tried their ability to fast. Oth- 
ers there are who excuse themselves 
because they experience inconveni- 
ences in fasting. Certainly fasting is 
an inconvenience; it is a penance. We 
should feel that we are denying our- 
selves, though not injuring our health 
and becoming unfit to work. If we 
fast with a good will, we can accom- 
plish more than we are generally will- 
ing to admit. In fasting, however, dis- 
cretion must guide us. Sometimes 
pious persons who are not strong and 
whose work is strenuous will be most 
strict in observing the fast, when they 
should rather be taking all the nour- 
ishment possible to sustain their 
health. Also, we may have a valid 
excuse from fasting, but that should 
not excuse us from practicing morti- 
fication. This mortification should 
take place especially during our meals, 
for instance, by taking more of those 
things which we relish less, and leav- 
ing the dishes we relish most to oth- 
ers. We can also abstain from sweets, 
from pastry and intoxicants. 
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3. The spirit of fasting. The spir- 
it of fasting should ever remain with 
us; and every day many occasions to 
practice penance are offered us. What 
is our daily work but a penance im- 
posed upon us by God Himself? “Be- 
cause thou hast hearkened to the voice 
of thy wife, and hast eaten of the 
tree whereof I commanded thee that 
thou shouldst not eat, cursed is the 
earth in thy work; with labor and 
toil shalt thou eat thereof all the days 
of thy life.’ What is, therefore, more 
appropriate than to perform our work 
in the spirit of penance? If the work 
is disagreeable and difficult, then es- 
pecially should the spirit of penance 
and mortification prompt us to per- 
form it gladly and perfectly. Then, 
too, in our daily life we need a great 
amount of patience. Many things 
come up which try our patience. In- 
stead: of giving way to temper, would 
it not be splendid act of penance for 
our sins to overcome ourselves? Cer- 
tain acts of charity are often not to 
our liking. These also can be done in 
the spirit of penance and merit for 
us a great reward. 


4. Prudence in penance. In_per- 
forming penances we should not be 
guided by our own judgment, especi- 


ally if the penance is an extraordinary 
one which might injure our health. 
We read in the life of St. Francis 
that a certain young man had entered 
the Order who endeavored to imi- 
tate in all things St. Francis. But the 
fast which he tried to practice was 
too much for his weak nature; he was 
seized with such hunger and pains, 
that he could not control himself, and 
in the middle of the night he gave 
evidence of his plight. St. Francis 
went to him, and commanded him 
to arise and eat, and advised him to 
be more prudent in the future. Your 
father confessor should be your guide 
in the matter of penances. 


One of the most perfect copies of 
the Seraphic Father was St. Peter of 
Alcantara. He led a most austere 
life, and treated his body most se- 
verely. When it rebelled against the 
severe treatment, he would address 
it, saying: ‘“‘Be quiet, my body, I shall 
give you no rest there below. When 
we reach Heaven, then you can en- 
joy yourself for all eternity.” After 
his death he appeared to St. Teresa 
and said to her: “O blessed penance, 
which has merited for me such glory!” 
Let us now perform penance; it will 
merit for us an exceedingly great 
reward. e 
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Appearing soon in pocket book size two 
excellent. books which have already gone 
through more than one printing. A Primer 
of Perfection by James Meyer O.F.M. 
which simplifies the principles of the spir- 
itual life and The Christian Home by Ce- 
lestine Strub O.F.M. which shows how the 
family circle can be a cradle of virtue. 
Both to be issued by the Franciscan Herald 
Press. @ 
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Franciscan Italy 
By Mark Hegener O.F.M. 


THE UmMBRIAN VALLEY WITH SANTA MARIA DEGLI ANGELI 


Rivo Torro: First HoME OF THE FRIARS 


To THE RIGHT OF THE ROAD, approaching Assisi from 


the south, is a new-gothic church and convent of Rivo 
Torto standing out in the plain. Poor little wattle 


huts once stood here—the home of Francis and the 
first friars for a time. This spot marks the Order’s 
springtime; Franciscan virtues blossomed here un- 
trammeled and untroubled. The friars lived in the 
strictest poverty; this was the testing ground of the 
ideals of St. Francis. So small and narrow were the 
huts that the friars hardly had room to sit or to lay 
down. Food was scarce, even bread. They often stilled 
their hunger with begged turnips. Besides that they 
practiced severe penance, worked hard in the fields 
of local farmers, or tended to the wounds of the out- 
cast lepers. They prayed in the cell of their heart and 
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Saint Mary of the Angels Basilica enshrines the cradle of ithe Franciscan Order 
—the little Portiuncula chapel from which grace and blessing have spread 


were all bound together by the ties of fraternal love. 
Before this Francis had lived near Portiuncula, a 
little distance away, and from Rivo Torto he took 


his band back to the Portiuncula again (I Celano 
38-44). . 


throughout the world. 
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RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE of the broad and blessed Um- 
brian valley the mighty and majestic dome of Santa 
Maria degli Angeli (St. Mary of the Angels) rises up 
to dominate the plain. Sheltered within is the little 
chapel by the same name, also called the Portiuncula 
(little portion), so dearly loved by Francis. In this 
little chapel, now appearing like a tiny barque in the 
great baroque basilica, the conversion of St. Francis 
came to a head on February 24, 1209. The words 
Christ spoke to his Apostles when he sent them forth, 
Francis applied to himself. He felt himself called to 
live a life completely like Christ’s and to do so by 
observing the letter of the Gospel, thus poor as the 
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Christ to bring the Good Tidings to the people. Here 
the first young men to join Francis gathered, and from 
here he sent them out to preach. In this little chapel 
he sheared Clare’s golden tresses in 1212 and laid the 
foundation for the Second Order. The plan, too, for 
the Third Order for the people in the world, finally 
found form in Francis here. Towards evening on Oc- 
tober 3, 1226, Francis died in a small shelter close by. 
The Portiuncula is, therefore, the cradle of the Three 
Orders of St. Francis and the Franciscan way of living. 


Saint Mary of the Angels is the proper title for the Portiuncula or ‘‘Little 
Portion.’’ The painting on the front depicts the granting of the ‘‘Great Pardon’”’ 
or Portiuncula Indulgence by the Blessed Mother to St. Francis and confirmed 


by the Holy See. 
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To 1957 Graduates 
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1957. 


It has always been my secret ambition to give a com- 
mencement address. If I am ever called on to do so, 
this is what I would say. So, anticipating the time 
35 years hence, when I shall be wise with a half- 
century’s living, I am practicing on you, Seniors of 


Ps 
CUCU eee eee 


by Geraldine Liss, Tertiary 


oo Yy 
OU ARE THE LIGHT of the world. 

. Even so let your light shine be- 
fore men...” 

Those words, spoken by Jesus 
Christ on Mount Sinai 2000 years 
ago, might well have been directed at 
you, Seniors of 1957. You are, in the 
truest sense of the words, the light 
of the world, and in many ways, for 
you possess the light of knowledge, of 
goodness, of leadership, of Christ. 


For twelve years, in the schools you 
have attended, the primary precept of 
the natural law, that all men must do 
good and avoid evil, has been taught 
and stressed and illustrated and ex- 
emplified, until now, that law, in- 
grained in you, has become that which 
you cannot live without, that which 
you can’t deny, that which you know 
you must do, and so, you are the 
light of the world, because you have 
replaced within yourselves, the dark- 
ness of evil by the light of goodness, 
and this will ultimately lead you to 
Christ. 


The time behind you has been your 
formal education. Your teachers have 
kept behind you to make you learn; 
they have given of themselves to en- 
lighten you. They have trained you 
to enter the world and continue the 
process of education. Education, you 
know, is really the process of leading 
yourself out of the darkness of ignor- 
ance. It is something that you your- 
self do, to yourself. It is not some- 
thing that is done to you or for you 
by someone else. 


There is no earthly or celestial rea- 
son for the cessation of your educa- 
tion, now that you have graduated. 
You must continue. How? By talk- 
ing to others, by reading, by think- 
ing. I beg of you, Seniors of 1957, 
read, read, read. 

Your education thus far has been 
a piecemeal process. You learned to 
do one thing at a time. But the most 
important thing you learned to do 
first, and that was to read. The great- 
est that has even been thought or said 
in the history of the world is con- 
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tained in books. Go to them. Read 
them. But do not read like a blotter 
absorbing everything, but rather, read 
critically. Retain that which is solid, 
and intellectually vomit out all that 
is waste. 


There will be no pressure on you 
to do this. But there is a necessity, 
and it lies within you, by virtue of 
the fact that Adam lost for us the 
gift of infused knowledge, to lead 
yourself out of darkness into light, 


and to share the light of knowledge » 


with the rest of the world. 


The talented among you, and per- 
haps a few others will be going on to 
college. Maybe you are going because 
you have a brilliant intellect, maybe 
because father can afford it, maybe 
because you are looking for a good 
time. Whatever the reason, because 
/ you are being given the opportunity 
to continue your FORMAL educa- 
tion, the world will look to you 
for leadership. 


If God has given you an intellect, 
then it is up to you to develop the 
powers to the fullest. It is now that 
your appetite for knowledge will get 
even bigger, and you will find that 
mere facts are not enough, but that 
you must find out the whyness of 
things, and you will delve and probe 
and search for the answers to the 
questions that haunt you. 


If you are going to college without 
a good reason, I say, “You poor dumb 
bunnies.” And if you are going legiti- 
mately, I say, “Good luck and work 
hard.” It is only in this way that you 
| will increase the light within you. 


From those to whom much has 
» been given, much will be asked. It is 
-a universal principle. A private 1s 


» never asked to lead an army, a stu- 


dent nurse is never asked to operate, 
a precinct worker is never asked to be 
president. No, we call on the gen- 
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eral, the doctor, the statesman, be- 
cause they are trained; to them much 
has been given. They are expected 
to assume the great responsibilities. 


So it will be with you, my college- 
calibre seniors. You will be those to 
whom much has been given in the 
coming years. If you do not come out 
capable, trained, then the world will 
be lacking something it sorely needs. 
God never puts people on earth at 
a specific time unless he has a specific 
purpose, and a specific job for each 
person to do. If you waste the op- 
portunity, and cannot do what he ex- 
pects, then something will forever be 
left undone. 


One more word of warning. Do 
not err in becoming a specialized spe- 
cialist. Get a good liberal education. 
Know something about everything, 
and above all, about people. Then 
pick a field in which to become an au- 
thority. We all know English scholars 
who can’t add, and mathematicians 
who can’t read. 


Education, knowledge, cannot be 
compartmentalized. It is a unified 
whole, and no matter what you would 
like it to be, the fact remains. When- 
ever we try to split it up, to destroy 
the unity, we destroy the thing it- 


self. 


Yes, seniors of 1957, the world ex- 
pects much of you, each of you. It 
expects leaders, and being a good fol- 
lower is being a leader. It expects 
goodness, responsibility, wisdom, as 
qualities of your personalities. It ex- 
pects you to continue when we stop. 
It expects courage, decisiveness. It ex- 
pects you to shape the next 100 years’ 
history. It expects you to lead it as 
you have been led, to knowledge, 
goodness, ultimately to Christ, for you 
have light within you, and you are 
the light of the world, . . . even so 
let your light shine before men! ©@ 


205 


Virtues of St. Francis 


To Understand 


J OERGENSEN RELATES a_ revealing 
incident in the life of St. Francis. One 
beautiful May morning the saint and 
a companion approached a city all 
arrayed for a great festival. The ban- 
ners were flying and the trumpets an- 
nounced the event in proud staccato. 
Gaily dressed men and women were 
streaming through the decorated city 
gates. Everything evidenced a great 
festive tourney. Joergensen goes on to 
say: 

“All this splendor here displayed did not 
irritate Brother Francis. Pious people are 
addicted to this failing, so that Francis 
was wont to warn his disciples against 
judging and despising those who went in 
costly clothes and lived in luxuary. ‘God 
is also their master,’ he said; ‘he can call 
them when he will and make them just 
and holy.’ Had not this happened to him?” 

And then we recall the story of the 
brother who was hungry one night but 
was too embarrassed to make known 
his need. Francis sensed the situation, 
got up and invited the brother to 
come eat with him. A similar situa- 
tion is recorded when at the outset 
of Francis’ conversion, he exchanged 
clothing with a beggar at Rome to 
experience for himself what a beggar 
must feel. When jhe lay dying he sent 
word to a faithful friend, Jacoba, to 
come bring him some of her cakes. 
Surely this was not because he so de- 
sired the food but because he knew 
of her great need to serve him in this 
last hour. Francis’ most repeated ad- 
vice to his superiors is that they must 
take care to understand their subjects 


by Xavier Carroll O.F.M. 


even in their sin. All of this makes 
one thing clear: Francis had great 
power of understanding, great power 
of sympathy. This is a rare virtue— 
even in the best intentioned. 


To understand is to enter into an- 
other’s viewpoint, to see his world 
through his eyes. People who say they 
understand seldom really understand. 
It. means entering with comprehen- 
sion into the whole emotional com- 
plex that makes things seem the way 
they do for another. It presupposes 
one’s ability to hold in abeyance mo- 
mentarily all one’s own prejudices, 
biases, emotions as well as all the 
legitimate feelings which accompany 
one’s rational convictions on a matter 
and for the moment “become” the 
other. Only then do we understan” 
what this situation “means” to him. 
Only then are we “sym-pathizing” 
1.e. “feeling-with” the other. To un- 
derstand is to enter into the other’s 
experience. Having done so we may 
decide that his viewpoint is wrong, 
that his emotional reaction to the sit- 
uation is out of proportion. But we 
will not be irritated. We will realize 
only too well that if we were to see 
things through his glasses alone, we 
ourselves might very well be pursuing 
the same course as he. We will want 
to right him but gently, without any 
sense of “righteousness.” “There but 
for the grace of God go I” comes easi- 
ly to our lips. 


Understanding of this sort is great- 
ly needed in our world today and its 
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lack is as conspicuous as its need. I 
suppose it has always been lacking. 
We seldom have so much interest in 
one another that we want to take the 
pain really to enter his viewpoint, to 
explore his feelings and convictions 
intimately. That is one reason why so 
many people feel so alone. There is so 
little real communication between us 
all. We are physically present to one 
another but little else. We really 
don’t know what life is meaning to 
one another. We seldom even consid- 
er stopping to tell another. No one’ 
really wants to “listen.” 

As we relate our woes we feel the 
other is supplying the proper ‘‘oh’s” 
and “my’s” as they impatiently aw2’ 
their turn to tell their story. We feel 
a little better for the experience but 
we feel quite certain the other will go 
off not really understanding what this 
means to us and the momentary re- 
lief slips away and we sense more in- 
tensely our basic isolation. In place of 
understanding we give one another 2 
pat on the back. And when we tire 
of this we say, “Be a man!” What w 
are saying is, “OK, so life is tough! 
Work it out yourself and don’t bother 
me!” And yet it seems that the God 
who made us placed in all of us a 
need to work out life together. 

Francis’ reputation as a peacemak- 
er is related to his ability to under- 
stand in this deeper sense. When peo- 
ple clash whether it comes to blows 
or remains a hidden resentment, the 
bitterness of the estrangement is often 
caused by the feeling that the other 
is deliberately looking at things all 
wrong. “If he would only have the 
sense to see things the way J correctly 
do it would be obvious to him that he 
is in the wrong. Since he will not take 
the pain to look at things correctly / 
have to club him a few times to make 
him see the light.” 

Somehow we can tolerate a con- 


trary viewpoint, work out a going 
compromise with it, if we feel the 
other has successfully looked at things 
from our side, given full credit to the 
reasons it seems thus and so to us. If 
we feel he has without prejudice 
looked at the things through our eyes 
and still feels compelled to hold to his 
own opinion, then all the bitterness 
falls out of the controversy and we 
chalk up our differences to the limita- 
tions of human judgment. We no 
longer angrily attribute it to the oth- 
er’s’viciousness and basic hostility to 
us. If we feel our viewpoint is really 
understood but nevertheless honestly 
rejected, we do not become irritated 
but strive to put forth more convinc- 
ing reasons or perhaps even re-ex- 
amine our whole position. 


Francis had this ability honestly to 
understand opposing viewpoints. The 
saint could fully enter into the atti- 
tude of one opponent and interpret 
its) tonatie Wother, wand) vice versa. 
Through Francis’ agency they came 
to understand one another and con- 
sequently with bitterness put aside, 
could work out an acceptable solu- 
tion. 

The basic impediment to this facil- 
ity of understanding others is a lack 
of harmony and honesty and openness 
within ourselves. We can hardly “‘lis- 
ten” to another when there is a con- 
tinuous clamor within, when there is 
noise and disorder in our souls. We 
cannot honestly understand an oppo- 
nent’s viewpoint when we suffer a 
compulsive need never to be found 
wrong. The virtue of understanding 
presupposes a good bit of progress 
along the path of holiness. But as with 
all virtues acquired by repeated acts 
we become capable of understanding 
by continually attempting really to 
understand people about us. Our days 
are filled with opportunities. Today 
is a good time to begin. e 
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Message of the Hour 


by Hugh Noonan O.F.M. 


Director, Hour of St. Francis 


i eae MEAN LIFE TO a public service radio program these days. The 
listened-to program stays on the air. Stations judge listeners by letters. 
There are approximately 100,000 Tertiaries in the United States and Can- 
ada. At least three-fourths, 75,000 of them can hear “The Hour of St. Fran- 
cis.” If even one-third, 25,000 of them, took the time to write a letter even 
once a month to their local station airing “The Hour,” the program would 
never be canceled on any outlet. As it is, more than half our mail comes 


from non-Catholics. 

We are happy to announce that Radio Station WRCA, New York, New 
York, probably the nation’s most important outlet, now carries “The Hour.” 
This 50,000 watt station was acquired through the zeal and united efforts 
of Fr. Malachy Flaherty O.F.M. Cap., and Fr. Martin Touhy O.F.M. 

The French version of “The Hour” is expanding in all directions through- 
out eastern Canada. Congratulations to Fr. Raphael O.F.M. Cap., of Limoilu, 
Quebec, who is responsible for this companion project, and to all Tertiaries 


and friends of St. Francis who are supporting him. 


We ask your prayers for the happy repose of the soul of Gene Lockhart, 
actor, Tertiary and faithful friend of “The Hour.” He donated his talents 
to the radio apostolate with truly Franciscan generosity. 

We don’t like to talk about money, but our creditors do. Only 50 cents 
a year from each tertiary, donated on time, would cure all financial head- 
aches, and give St. Francis of Assisi the most powerful radio voice in the 
land. 

Would your Fraternity like to get “The Hour” on your local station? 
Write to our Los Angeles office for simple directions and publicity material. 

Just for fun—how some of the titles of our programs emerge from our 
mail. “The Tale of a Shirt” comes back to us as “The Shirt-Tail Story,” 
“The Man Who Didn’t Have Any Shirt,” and “The Enchanted Shirt Tale.” 
“Our Lady of Guadalupe” becomes “Our Lady of Waterlooper.” We give 


the prize to “The Outlaw’s Angel,” which was requested as “The Gangsters 


of Los Angeles.” 


Thank you, and God bless you for your constant help and encouragement. 
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POET LAUREATE 
(From page 190) 


Sultan in his den. He could tell the 
Cardinals that poverty was the Gos- 
pel. He could bring Bethlehem to 
Greccio. And only Francis could em- 
brace the crucifying Seraph. 


The Poet's Vision 


That was the height of the poet’s 
vision. He prayed before a crucifix to 


be made one with Christ, and-bloody , 


nails and a piercing lance united the 
poet with his Vision, and Francis ful- 
filled his dream. The poet became the 
poem. 


Francis Thompson said to him: 

“Thou who thoughtest thee too low 

For His priest, thou shalt not go 

‘Scape Him and unpriested go! 

In thy hand thou wouldst not hold Him, 

In thy flesh thou shalt enfold Him; 

Bread wouldst not change into Him 
emanesee! 

How He doth change Himself to thee!” 

When Francis came down from his 
mountain hermitage at La Verna he 
bore the laureate crown of Heaven. 
As the English Capuchin Father 
Cuthbert observed, the poet must 
have throbbed with the groping, the 
frustration, the need for expression 
which a creative soul feels after every 
great experience. The words leaped 
over each other in his heart and fin- 
ally burst forth: “Praise be to thee, 
my Lord, with all thy creatures... 
Brother Sun, the image of thy bright- 
ness; they fairness in the moon and 
stars; thy providence in Brother 
Clouds and Brother Wind; thy pur- 
ity in Sister Water and beauty in 
Brother Fire . . . Praise, praise, all 
praise to thee, my Lord.” 

In two years more, 1227, God’s poet 
would be singing in the courts of Hea- 
ven. But first he must compose a 
greeting to Sister Death, and with 


BRUEINGED) ©) S159 5\ 7 


larks for orchestration he sang the 
last lines of his epic. 


But the world did not let it end. 
Art caught its hues, and _ poetry 
matched its rhythm, but most of all. 
as Pope Pius XI praised, hearts re- 
membered the tune. 

Frederick Ozanam_ pointed out 
that the poetic mission of St. Francis 
shone brightest after his death. The 
Poverello, true to the last, chose for 
his burial place the Hill of Hell, a 
place where criminals were executed. 
No sooner was he laid there and 
“Pope Gregory [X placed him among 
the saints, and decreed that his rest- 
ing place should be called the Hill of 
Paradise.” 

Even now whatever Francis touches 
turns into Paradise. He clears away 
the clouds of concern with a poet’s 
whisk, a thread from Lady Poverty’s 
veil, and he lets through the sunshine 
of Heaven’s smile. e 


THE MERRY WIDOW 
(From page 196) 

points are involved: freedom of the 
heart from the goods so that we do 
not want more than we need and 
open heart and hand to the needs of 
others. And we'll find something left 
over for others too if our desires are 
controlled. 

We can find a practical and worka- 
ble formula for this spirit of poverty 
in the Third Order Three-point Pro- 
gram: 

1. To commit no sin in heart or 
hand for the sake of the goods 
of fortune. 

2. To observe moderation in ac- 
quiring and enjoying the goods 
of fortune. 

3. To administer the goods of for- 
tune in a way that they will 
serve the COMMON good no 
lesss the personal advantage. @ 
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The Order and Integration of Knowledge, 
William Martin, University of Michigan 
Press, $6.50. 


Professor Martin has set himself a for- 
midable task. He attempts to allay the 
anxieties and misgivings of those who are 
disturbed by the anti-intellectualism and 
curricular disorder that exists in higher 
education. The problem seems to be. this: 
some persons who are professionally identi- 
fied with a subject do not clearly know its 
nature—what it is and what it is not. Be- 
cause of this ignorance they do not know 
whether or not a question is relevant to 
the subject. A further consequence is they 
do not know what kind of evidence is 
relevant to the specific problems. If these 
ideas are not clear cut, a person is apt to 
get illusions about competency in other 
subjects about which he knows little or 
nothing. Thus fools begin to pontificate. 
This leads to chaos in the order of knowl- 
edge and a breakdown in the possibility 
of intelligent communication, Mr. Martin 
attempts to bring a little order to this 
chaos. How? By examining the nature of 
evidence and the kind of evidence the 
various disciplines demand. He goes on to 
discuss the fundamental kinds of knowl- 
edge and their relation to each other in 
terms of evidence. With “evidence” as a 
broad basis he treats the Arts and Moral 
Science, the Relation of Historical Pro- 
positions to Metaphysical Propositions, the 
Relation of Experimental Science and 
Cosmology to General Metaphysics, the 
Formal Context and Philosophy of Mathe- 
matics, the Philosophy of Nature and fin- 
ally History and Theology. This is an 
erudite presentation and is the result of 
studies undertaken at least in part during 
the tenure of a fellowship granted by the 
Fund for the Advancement of Education. 
This book should be of immense value to 
scholars and teachers. It bears the im- 
primatur of the archbishop of Detroit. @ 
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A Practical Catholic 


Dictionary, 
Corrigan Pegris, Hanover House, $2.95. 


Jessie 


Have you ever tried to talk with some- 
one who did not speak your language? I 
don’t mean a foreign language, but a lan- 
guage which contained the identical words 
you used but which had a different mean- 
ing for the other person. This has hap- 
pened often when giving instructions to 
prospective Catholics. Many times the 
words we use have a particular Catholic 
meaning and one would almost have to be 
initiated to know. A Practical Catholic 
Dictionary is particularly welcome. The 
word practical in the title is significant. 
‘The author has not merely compiled a list 
of words and definitions, but has given 
clear explanations of the terms. This fact 
makes the book a storehouse of very valu- 
able Catholic information. A careful per- 
usal of this volume will give the reader a 
comprehensive picture of Catholic teach- 
ing. The Appendix contains short bio- 
graphical sketches of some of the better 
known saints. Mrs. Pegis, by the way, is 
the wife of the Thomist philosopher Dr. 
Anton C. Pegis. e 


The Triple Way, St. Bonaventure, edited 


by William Joffe, St. Anthony Guild, 
$1.50. 


The Triple Way or the Enkindling of 
Love by St. Bonaventure is an attempt to 
identify the various stages of the soul’s 
progress toward God. The famous three- 
fold division: purgative, illuminative and 
unitive stages, are referred to in the text. 
This is not just a meditation book (though 
it will serve well for that), but rather a 
treatise to bring tepid souls back to union 
with Christ. The volume is very small, 
only 70 pages with plenty of air space, 
nevertheless if read intently and earnestly 
it will open some challenging vistas in our 
search for perfection. The aim of the edi- 
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tor was to give not a strictly literal trans- 
jlation of the Latin, but an attractively 
readable rendition. In that he has suc- 
tceeded well. 


Frontiers in American Catholicism, Walter 
® Ong, S.J., Macmillan, $2.50. 


) Essays on Ideology and Culture is the 
fsubtitle. The author attempts to think 
}through and explain some of the many 
problems with which American Catholics 
jare faced. The essays reveal sharp pene- 
jtration and acuteness of observation. Fr. 
Ong has not been satisfied with rehashing 
old bromides and inane platitudes. He 
hows signs of being an original thinker who 
jis not afraind to express hs opinions. This 
is not a book one can pick up and read 
casually. It takes serious concentration, but 
jthe effort is rewarding because the range 
jof topics is wide and varied. The chapter 
Mtitles run: The American Catholic Com- 
fplex, An Apostolate of the Business World, 
sContrasts in Catholicism, The Renaissance 
PMyth and the American Catholic Mind, 
?Technology and New Humanist Frontiers, 
The Faith the Intellectual and the Perime- 
tters. @ 


ergent of the World, Benjamin Francis 
Musser, Bruce Humphries, Inc., $2.75. 


| The title comes from a line in The 
Hound of Heaven. This volume is a col- 
Hection of poems by Benjamin Musser. 
‘These have been chosen by the publishers 
jbecause of their general appeal. Musser 
who died in 1951 has over forty volumes 
bof poetry, essays, history, biography, philol- 
Franciscana and lectures to his 


‘cred't. He is the former Poet-Laureate 
of New Jersey, founder of the maga- 
zine Trend as well as former owner 


of Contemporary Verse. His writings have 
appeared in over 150 anthologies and 300 
Fe odicals, He was one of the original 
forty members of the Catholic Poetry So- 
‘ciety of America which today is the larg- 
est poetry group in the country. In 1940 
Mr. Musser became one of the two living 
Americans to be affiliated with the First 
Order of St. Francis with the right to 
O.F.M. after his name, the privilege of 
wearing the full habit and other privileges 
without taking vows. rd) 


A History of Phi'osophy, Carmin Mascia, 
T.O.R., St. Anthony Guild, $5.00. 


The author divides the book according 
to the traditional method. 1. Greek Philos- 
ophy, 2. Christian Philosophy, 3. Modern 
Philosophy. The arrangement of the author 
is good in as much as each chapter is 
preceded by an outline and followed by a 
comprehensive summary of the material 
treated. What makes the book especially 
attractive is his treatment of contemporary 
thought. He treates the Intuitionism of 
Henri Bergson, the Philosophy of Action 
of Maurice Blondel, Modernism of Edou- 
ard Le Roy, the Neo-Realism of White- 
head, Russell and Santayana, Dutch and 
Danish _ Exitentialism of Kierkegaard, 
Barth, Nietzsche, Heidegger, the French 
Existentialism of Marcel, Lavelle, and 
Sartre. For someone who wants a well 
rounded picture of philosophy in all its 
phases without being bogged down by too 
many details, this is the book. ® 


The Reluctant Abbess, Margaret ‘Trouncer, 
Sheed and Ward, $3.75. 


This is not a pretty story even though 
it deals with the life of a nun. In fact it 
is a stark story. It reveals how the rigors 
of Jansenism result in a depressing and 
cruel outlook on life. Mere Angelique, 
while still a child was appointed abbess 
of Port Royal. Her unscrupulous father 
had falsified her age when making appli- 
cation for the position. She grew up to 
be a strict disciplinarian, ruling her nuns 
with near sadistic austerity. Even her own 
consumptive sister received scant consid- 
eration. How account for this? Besides the 
fact that she entered religious life reluc- 
tantly, she came under the influence of 
Saint-Cyran one of the chief exponents of 
Jansenism. Eventually the entire commu- 
nity became infected with the heresy. In 
many ways Mere Angeliquoe is an un- 
fortunate woman. She seems to have had 
a strong personality and could have been 
an influence for much good. But as it 
turned out she died just in time to avoid 
excommunication. (After rereading the 
book one wonders what sort of editorial 
policy counseled the publishing of the 
book. ) © 


SUNER=@ 19.5.7 


7M 


Vee MwsSs oF 


rw EE BEES "=" 


St. Francis and Nursing The first Inter- 
Provincial Conference for hospital Sisters 
of the Sisters of St. Francis of Penance and 
Christian Charity was held at St. Francis 
Hospital, Lynwood, California, January 
17-24, 1957. The conference drew Sisters 
from nine different hospitals throughout 
the United States. Taking part in the In- 
stitute were Mother Marita, Provincial of 
the Western Province, Mother M. Gon- 
zaga, Provincial of the Eastern Province, 
and Mother M. Elma, Provincial of the 
Mid-West Province. Friars participating in 
the four day Institute were Very Rev. 
David Temple, Provincial; Fathers Virgil 
Cordano, Geoffrey Bridges, Stanislaus Alt- 
man, Oliver Lynch and Anthony Soto— 
all professors in the Santa Barbara prov- 
inces houses of study. Fr. Juvenal Lawlor 
O.F.M., Professor of Philosophy, Christ 
the King Seminary, St. Bonaventure, N. Y. 
also took part in the Institute. The pa- 
pers have been published and form a fine 
symposium ranging from a working and 
practical definition of Franciscan Spirit- 
uality through Franciscan Community Life, 
Franciscan Spirituality and Hospital Ad- 
ministration, the Grace of Work and the 
Spirit of Prayer, The Apostolate of Mercy 
—down to practical resolutions. The pub- 
lished report is available from Saint Fran- 
cis Hospital, 3630 Imperial Highway, Lyn- 
wood, California. 

“St. Francis Reports,” a bi-monthly bul- 
letin of St. Francis Hospital, Lynwood, 
states in its January-February editorial: 
“In order to perpetuate and increase an 
active zeal for our Franciscan heritage and 
to intensify in our hospitals the Franciscan 
spirit of joy, peace, and charity for the 
sick, a Franciscan Conference was held 
for all the Sisters of our Congregation en- 
gaged in hospital work in the United 
States. The brown-robed Franciscan Friars 
joined the Sisters in discussing the atti- 
tude of St. Francis toward the sick and 
the means which should be used to make 
the virtues practiced by their Seraphic Fa- 


212 


ther flourish in the lives of all who give 
service in our hospitals.” 


This is the healthy kind of self-analysis 
we need today to ensure the spirit of St. 
Francis playing its proper role in every 
facet of Franciscan work—especially amid 
the changing circumstances of many of 
our tasks and endeavors. We note that 
some of the other Franciscan Sisterhoods 
have been holding similar conferences. And 
the Franciscan Vocational Institute held 
each summer at Quincy College under the 
direction of Fr. Pacific Hug O.F.M. PhD. 
has contributed immeasurably to awaken- 
ing a Franciscan approach to community 


tasks. tC 


Joergensen Memorial The Italian National 
Third Order Committee at a meeting in 
Rome agreed to perpetuate the name of 
Johannes Joergensen by a marble memo- | 
rial in the St. Francis Plazza of Assisi in 
gratitude for the wonderful work done by 
Joergensen in writing the story of St. Fran- 


cis of Assisi. 3 
Eugene Cardinal Tissarant, dean of the | 
Sacred College of Cardinals, presided | 


at the centenary celebration of the found- - 
ing of the Congregation of Franciscan Re- - 
ligious recently. The Congregation has | 
many communities in France, Spain and | 
Lebanon founded by Canon Roland. @ 


Province #1—Annual Report Though the | 
1956 Annual report was issued by Fr. | 
Basil Janasik O.F.M. some months ago, it | 
is still deserving of note as a very detailed | 
account of the fraternities of the Third | 
Order Province of the Assumption (Pu- | 
laski). Each of the more than 400 frater- | 
nit'es in the province is listed together ! 
with personnel (chief officers), number of | 
professed members, novices and deaths and | 
the amount of per capita contribution from | 
each fraternity. A complete financial re- | 
port is also included, noting visitation | 
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stipends to the Commissary and his two 
jassistants. It is a fine report which can 
serve as a model for other Commissaries. 


4 Fr. Fulgence Gross O.F.M. was released 
jfrom a Red Chinese prison March 29, 
£1957 after serving a full six years. Fr. Ful- 
Bgence (of Secred Heart Province, St. 
(Louis, Mo.) was arrested on charges of 
| espionage and was imprisoned at Tsingtao; 
} some months ago he was sent to Shanghai, 
j)where he was housed with four American 
‘priests still imprisoned in China. One 
Franciscan, Fr. Cyril (John P.) ‘Wagner 
of the same American province, is still 
imprisoned and not due to be released 
until June 1958. Most Rev. Ambrose H. 
= Pinger O.F.M. was the last of the Amer- 
ican missionaries to be released up to this 
4 time. 

— In an NCWC report by Fr. Morgan J. 
Vitteng] M.M., Fr. Fulgence told a story 
of terrific mental and physical torture on 
‘his arrival in Hong Kong. With a gesture 
§that revealed his wrists, scarred from 
smanacles, Fr. Fulgence said, ‘Although 
Wit was physically horrible, it was wonderful 
(spiritually. I was never sad.” 

He quietly told how the Chinese Reds 
‘beat him and holding a sword to his 
) throat, threatened to behead him if he did 
inot confess to the accusations of “espion- 
tage” they made against him. “I thought 
I was going to die for sure,” Fr. Fulgence 
said, “but it was only the beginning. They 
conducted one trial after another one, 
‘which had lasted 18 days. During the sec- 
fond trial, I was forced to stand for three 
full days without sleep and with my hands 
and feet manacled. Every time my eyes 
/ closed, the guards would throw cold tea in 
my face.” . 


‘Mission San Buenaventura celebrated its 
175th anniversary on Sunday, March 31, 
1957. Though no longer in the hands of 
‘Franciscans, the choir for the occasion was 
the famous Padre Choristers of Mission 
)Santa Barbara. They sang the Missa de 
'Cataluna composed by Padre Francisco 
)Duran O.F.M. and often sung by the In- 
dians in mission days. he mission was 
‘founded by Junipero Serra himself on Eas- 
‘ter Sunday in 1782. The present church 
was completed in 1809. In connection 
with its 175th anniversay, San Buenaven- 
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tura Mission is being restored to its origi- 
nal beauty. Much of the restoration con- 
sists of undoing earlier “modernization.” 


Arab anti-Western student demonstrators 
pushed their way into the Franciscan 
Terra Sancta College at Amman, Jordan 
during a “‘peaceful demonstration” looked 
on benignly by the police. Fr. Joseph Par- 
ent O.F.M., of the Washington D. C. 
Holy Land Commissariat and principal of 
the school, closed the school to prevent 
property damage. @ 


’ 


God’s Troubadour by Sophie Jewett is 
back in print again after many years. First 
published in 1910, this re-issue is a beauti- 
ful piece of book-making from its brightly 
colored jacket reproducing a Giotto fresco 
and its many soft black and white illus- 
trations (also by Giotto) to its well set, 
generously spaced pages. The account 
stresses Francis’ youthful interest in knight- 
hood and his love of song throughout his 
entire life. It can be read by fifth and 
sixth graders but has long been a favorite 
with high school students as well. Crowell. 
$2.75. t 


Louis Martin, father of St. Therese, the 
Little Flower, and a tertiary of St. Francis 
(see March 1957 Forum, p. 77) is now 
being considered for beatification. The 
preliminary diocesan processes have been 
opened by the Bishop of Bayeux. Requests 
for opening beatification proceedings for 
the parents of the Little Flower as models 
for Christian family life, have been re- 
ceived from all over the world. Louis 
Martin was born at Bordeaux in 1823, 
married Zelie Guerin in 1858, who bore 
him nine children. Following the death of 
his wife in 1877, Louis Martin moved his 
family to Lisieus. His devotion to his fam- 
ily and to God is recorded in the memoirs 
of his children. He died on July 29, 1894. 

® 


Msgr. John J. Walde tertiary priest 
consultor for Sacred Heart Tertiary Prov- 
ince (5) was in the news recently when 
a news photographer became aware that 
Msgr. Walde’s Corpus Christi Church in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma is a “Church 
of Perpetual Prayer.” After the Blessed 


213 


Sacrament was desecrated by thieves six 
years ago, Msgr. Walde called on his pa- 
rishioners to make reparation. Since July 
14, 1950, at least one person has been in 
the church praying before the Blessed 
Sacrament day and night. More than 1,000 
parishioners—men, women and children— 
have taken their turn praying in Corpus 
Christi Church. For more than 25 years 
Msgr. Walde has been active in convert 
work with a record of some 100 converts 
a year in a territory that is only about 
3% Catholic. For more than 25 years he 
has given a 15 minute radio talk on some 
aspect of the faith every Sunday evening 
over an Oklahoma station. e 


Regional Third Order Meetings are be- 
coming more frequent. We note that 
many of the provinces are now holding 
regional meetings at key spots in their 
provinces either in the form of a small 
convention or as an institute of one day. 
Latest to come to our attention is the one 
held for the State of Wisconsin by St. 
Joseph Capuchin Province under the di- 
rection of Fr. Conrad Polzer O.F.M. Cap., 
National T.O. Board member. Officer-del- 
egates from 40 fraternities throughout Wis- 
consin attended the meeting in Milwaukee 
to discuss ‘“Tertiary Sanctification through 
Personal Spiritual Service.” @ 


Blessed Innocent XI recently beatified by 
Pope Pius XII was not a Franciscan Ter- 
tiary. This is the opinion of Tertius Ordo, 
international organ for the Third Order 
of the Capuchin obedience. The editor 
notes that many T.O. publications have 
listed Blessed Innocent as a member of 
the Third Order of St. Francis. There is 
no supporting document for this assertion, 
reports Tertius Ordo. On the contrary, he 
was a member of the Third Order Ser- 
vite, who solemnly celebrated his beatifi- 
cation in Rome. The Third Order of St. 
Francis, however, merited well of Blessed 
Innocent since it was he who confirmed 
the Statutes or Constitutions of the Third 
Order approved in General Chapter 
O.F.M. in 1688. We can therefore beg 
for his intercession at this time as we 
await the approval of the new Interna- 
tional T.O. Constitutions, approved by the 
four Ministers General and submitted to 
the Holy See for confirmation early in 
January of this year. May they be an in- 
strument to bring further honor and glory 
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to God and an increase of the Seraphie 
army. e 


Catholic Preview of Entertainment is a new 
monthly magazine covering the whole 
field of entertainment for Catholics. To us 
it seems like a useful instrument, especially 
for the tertiary who is trying to live up 
to his rule of abstaining from entertain- 
ment that has any taint of license. Catho- 
lic Preview offers movie reviews, TV-Ra- 
dio reviews, stage reviews, music reviews 
from classics to pop jazz, book reviews, 
comic book ratings for children plus many 
interesting features. $3.00 a year. Order 
from The Catholic Preview of Entertain- 
ment, Main St., Carmel, New York. ® 


St. Clare—TV Patron Recently St. Clare » 
was declared the heavenly patron of Span- 
ish Television; she was already declared 

patron of TV for Italy. The fact that St. 
Clare has been chosen by both Italy and — 
Spain no doubt stems from the event that — 
took place on Christmas night 1252 when | 
the saint was ill in her convent at San | 
Damiano in Assisi but by a miraculous | 
means comparable to television, she heard | 
and saw all the solemn functions taking | 
place in the church of San Francesco } 
about a mile away. ee. 


Father Leonard Adler O.F.F. was ordained 
on October 4, 1956 by Archbishop Gio- 
vanni Battista Montini in the Franciscan 
Church of San Angelo in Milan, Italy. A 
special dispensation had been granted the 
new priest by the Holy Father because of | 
his age, and the fact that his wife and | 
children are living. Father Adler cele- - 
brated his first solemn Mass on October 1 
7. After the Mass a thousand pigeons were * 
released in his honor, and the Milan street- - 
car conductor’s band played in the square & 
in front of the church. The new Francis- - 
can priest had been, for many years, gen- - 
eral director of the street car system inf 
Milan. @ ) 
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Little Seeds of Catholic Truth, Catholite,) 
Chicago, Illinois. 
This is the second in a series of brightly} 

colored cartoons conveying some facet of 

truth. Each of the thirty pages contains i 

complete thought. This booklet is con- 

cerned more with moral and devotional) 
ideas. Ralph V. Smith has done a very)’ 
good job of illustrating. At) 


Directors’ Institute — Boston Congress — Tertiary Home 
(From page 182) 


II. Specific: 
a. ae to other apostolic endeavors: 
. Legion of Mary 
2. Sodality 
3. Catholic Action groups—diocesan and otherwise _ 


|Our Sunday Observance Project 


__ By this time your fraternity has received a complete packet on all 
| the material available for Our Sunday Observance Project. Do. bring 
this project to the attention of your fraternity officers. A letter of mi- 
} nute instructions accompanied this packet. 

It is vital that your fraternity take an active part in this campaign. 
} Much success has already been realized in many quarters. But it is 
» only through sustained effort that we will succeed in any lasting way. 
| It is a matter of education to get people not to shop on Sunday. Many 
/never think of the good Lord’s prohibition of unnecessary Sunday 
| shopping, and little realize the dangers that go with it. 

' Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has asked us to work for the sanc- 
} tification of Sunday. You and your fraternity must do your part. 


Third Order Quinquennial Congress 


| Remember that Hotel reservations will be at a premium a few 
} months prior to the congress. Hence we advise you to make your res- 
iy ervation at once. Write to Mr. Foster Whitehouse, Hotel Statler, Bos- 
: ton 17, Mass. It is good business to make a little deposit on the 
/ reservation you desire. The dates of the congress are October 24 to 
| October 27. The congress opens Thursday evening, October 24, 

_ For your registration write to Mr. Wm. E. Corcoran, 825 Academy 
| Ave., Cincinnati 5, Ohio. A five dollar registration fee must accom- 
pany your registration. You will receive prompt acknowledgment. 


ertiary Home 


More and more inquiries are being received about a home for our 
ed tertiaries. As a result, a resolution will be presented to the dele- 
tes at the Quinquennial Congress that the Federated Tertiary 

vinces sponsor such a home. The idea is to have it operated by a 
oup of Franciscan Sisters. It would be centrally located. The Exec- 
utive Board has already set up a fund for this purpose and invites 
your contribution. If you are interested in this project, we would like 
‘to hear from you. Instruct your voting delegates to the congress as to 
your pleasure about the tertiary home. Such an undertaking is cer- 
peainly a necessity today and is surely according to the spirit of the 
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Ca of the individ al fo 
Apostolate of the Individual ter liar 
Apostolate of the Fraternity: as such. 


The delegates unanimously voted 
verno College of Milwauk 
The dates for this meeting a 
( eee noon 1 to ees 


ale 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 


JUNE 


fee ei. Helix of Nicosia © 1 Ord. (Fran. 
! June 2).—St. Angela Mercie V. 3 Or. 
(Fran.; rest May 31). 


} 2. BI. Felix (Fran.) 

| 4. One day of Novena to St. Anthony 

p 9. Pentecost. G.A. 

iitsee st. Anthony. C.D. 1 Or. 

a7. St. Ives C. 3 Or. (Fran.; rest May 19.) 
119. a Micheline W. 3 Or.—(Fran. Sept. 


#20. Corpus Christi. G.A. and P.I. 
124. St. John the Baptist. 


Woy sacred Heart. GA. & P.I. 
alee oteall——-- ©) 2498) 


}29, Sts. Peter and Paul. G.A. & P.I. 


(But also 
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FOR YOUR 
~ WEDDING! 


Give everyone at your wedding an 
attractive, personalized missal that 
contains your entire wedding Mass. 
The true meaning of the wedding 
ceremony is told to everyone at- 
tending. Rich looking white simu- 
lated grain cover of each missal is 
printed in blue with your names, 
wedding date and church. A mean- 
ingful remembrance of your wed- 
ding date and a wonderful souve- 
nir for friends too far away to be 
with you. Send $10 today, check 
or money order, for a supply of 
100 imprinted missals (only 10c 
ea.). Include name of, Bride, 
, Church and date of wed- 
ding. Minimum 100 missals (10¢ 
for ea. additional missal) to: 


164-01 89th AVENUE 
JAMAICA 32, N.Y. 


CHURCH 


Pept’ WALSH CHO8SE 


MONEY BACK IF NOT SATISFIED 


ROYAL JELLY 


2 Queen Bee Royal Jelly. Famous product 
administered by the renowned Dr. 
Galeazzi-Lisi to His Holiness Pope Pius 
XII. Dietetic supplement. Natural Bee 
Product. ‘“tApi-Vitalex” Brand. $6.00 


4 
| tube with 15 capsules of 50 milligrams 
each capsule. Free folder. 
| Write “Api-Vitalex” 
Dept. FH Box 6674, 

Dallas 19, Texas 


OBITVUA RDP 


Sr. Rose Magdalen Thiel (Oldenburg). 
Sr. Philiberta Geggis (Joliet), Sr. Mechtil- 
dis Einzinger (Milwaukee 81), Sr. Roberta 
Haennig (Dubuque), Sr. Aurea Buttweiler 
(Milwaukee 81), Sr. Dorothy Morgenthaler 
(Rochester), Sr. Mary Coletta (Cleveland). 


Chicago: Frances Herrick, Celia Breit- 
berger, Jannie McKeown—Cleveland: Mary 
Strauss, Stephen Javor, Anna Terlocken, 
Albert Repicky, Della Magill — Dallas: 
Frank A. Esper, Theodore J. Kredo, Louise 
Asselin, Delia Wall—in her 98th year, a ter- 
tiary for 30 years—Louisville: Lillie Miller, 
Elizabeth Boehmann, Addie Schneider, Leo 
Thomas, Mathilda Hillebrand, Marie Hanke, 
Elizabeth Jansen, Florine Hughes — Mid- 
lothian, Ill.: Catherine Lerner—Milwaukee: 
Gertrude Ross, Theresa Melloh, May Pat- 
ton, Loretta Zinger, Susan Canty—Omaha: 
Mary Marik—St. Louis: Mary Juttemeyer, 
Pauline Muckerman, Josephine Schramm, 
Christine Busch, Anna La Barge, Bertha 
Fischer, Adelheid Habig—died at the age 
of 92; a professed tertiary for 57% years, 
mother of five Franciscans, among them 
Fr. Marion Habig, frequent contributor to 
the Forum and formerly assistant editor.— 
Superior, Wis.: Mary Trambley, aged 94 
years, 9 months, professed member for 52 
years—Union, Mo.: Mrs. Hérman Hold- 
meyer—Chicago, IIl.: Mrs. Joseph Kommer. 
Houston, Texas: Ed. Busa. 
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TWO BRAND NEW FOLDERS 


from 
Franciscan Herald Press 
SON OF DARKNESS ................ $2.25—100 


-70—100 


Extremely attractive and catchy folders 
advertising the purpose, spirit and re- 
quisites of the Third Order. 


Send for samples. 


FOR SPIRITUAL READING: 


Franciscan Spirituality series: 

UNION WITH CHRIST ...................... $2.00 
THESOUR, PATHER oo sereccce-ss.cccecesvecee 2.00 
THE WAY OF THE CROSS ................ 2.00 


1434 West 51st St. » Chicago 9 


Seusationally Yew! 
100 NEW KODACROMES—Mounted 2'’x 2” 


THE THEME: 


SAINT FRANCIS 


HIS LIFE 
HIS CITY 
HIS HERMITAGES 


This magnificent series contains: 
20 views of Assisi 


25 reproductions of Giotto’s frescoes and other 
primitive works of art on St. Francis 


25 pictures of the various Franciscan hermitages 


An explanatory booklet accompanies the set; a booklet 
can be given to each one in the audience viewing the 


series. 
All the light and the joy of Assisi 
will be with you permanently. 
A Marvellous Collection! 
The complete set: $30.00 


Explanatory booklet: 10c each. 


Exclusively published by 


FRANCISCAN HERALD PRESS 


1434 W. Slst St. Chicago 9, Illinois 


